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Boating Safely Course-Minimum Time Requirement

The Department of Education ispleased to announcetheresultsof atest program and theresulting changeinthe
minimum timerequirementsfor our Boating Safely Course (BSC).

Severd Flotillashave been experimenting with the extensive use of Electronic Projections. They havebeenusing
PowerPoint presentationsin el ectronic form and overheads produced from PowerPoint. One of theresults of
using thismodern technology isthat both instructorsand sudentsare better focused. Thisincreasestheingtructor’s
efficiency and allowsthe subject matter to be effectively presented in six to eight hoursrather than the eight
(minimum) now required. TheNASBLA requirementsfor approval indicate that abasi c boating course should
require 6-8 hours. Reducing the minimum requirementsto six to eight hourswill be consistent with NASBLA
requirementsand the BSC will continueto be NASBLA-approved.

Thus, FlotillasMAY now teachthe BSCin six to eight hours. Thisisnot to say that the courseMUST betaught
inthistimeframe. Flotillas should take as much time as necessary to ensurethat their studentsare not short-
changed—either in scopeor depth. Those Hotillasusing Electronic Projectionsmay find thenew six to eight hour
format more efficient.

Oneof theadvantages of thischangeisthat aone-day BSC becomes much moreredistic. A one-day BSC class
held on the same day each month hasproven to be very successful and establishesaconvenient patternintoday’s
marketplace.
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