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Sailing Fundamentals - A Critique

This department has received numerous comments regarding Sailing Fundamentals (SF) since its introduction in Sep-
tember 1998.  These comments may be categorized as follows:

1.   Typographical errors in the text and test.
2. Concern about the content, structure, and layout of the text.
3. Perceived lack of appropriate U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary safety messages and other subject matter

specifically when SF was compared to the Sailing and Seamanship (S&S).
        See Attachment 1 for another perspective.
4.  Little understanding of the partnership between the USCGAUX and the American Sailing Association

(ASA) on the part of ASA Sailing Schools.  Reports have been anecdotal in nature.  However, see
Attachment 2 for one success story.

It is the clear responsibility of your national staff to provide high quality courses.  Therefore, this department is evaluating
many of the appropriate ideas and suggestions put forth by Auxiliarists and students regarding the SF Course.

This Speed-gram deals with corrections and additions to the SF text and test:

♦ Some comments denote corrections that need to be made to the material.  These are noted with the letter “C”
in front of each point.  Instructors and students should correct their text as needed.

Distribution: DCO, VCO, DCPs, FCs (FCs please copy for FSO-PE and FSO-MA)



United States Coast Guard Auxiliary
Department of Education

♦ Other comments provide advice, guidance and information to the instructor.  These are denoted with the
letter “A”  in front of each point.  It is suggested that additional information be provided to students.

 Subsequent Speed-grams will cover other text revisions and activities regarding the above issues.

Corrections & Additions to the Sailing Fundamentals text

Please make the following changes in the Contents section of the text”:

C1. Page 5, Part One, Ashore Knowledge: Alcohol and Drug Abuse starts on page 25, not on page 26.  The
same error appears on page 34.

C2. Page 6, Part Five, Ashore Knowledge: review questions appear on page 150 and not on page 149.

Please make the following changes in the Ashore Knowledge portion of “Part One” of the text:

A3. Page 7, right column, first paragraph, last line: there is no ASA membership application in text.

A4. Page 9, left column, third paragraph: this refers to the USCGAUX S&S Course and S&S exam.  Refer-
ence to this course should be deleted.

C5. Page 12, right column, third paragraph, last line: add quotation mark after “wind.”

C6. Page 13, left column, first paragraph, last line: add quotation mark after “left.”

A7. Page 16, right column, first line: the words “one person craft” are in conflict with the illustration on page
195.

C8. Page 29, left column, last line: change text to read—”pact of an oil spill and reduces the”

Please make the following changes in the Skills Afloat portion of “Part One ” of the text:

C9. Page 36, right column, second paragraph, third line: underway is one word, not two as it appears in the
text.

C10. Page 37, Sailing Check List, number 1: “p. 154” should read “p. 166.”

C11. Page 37, Sailing Check List, number 4: “(See Appendix B, p.191” should read “(See Essential Safety
Equipment, p.103)”

C12. Page 55, Coming About with Mainsail and jib, right column, next to last line:  “Page 48” should read
“Page 56 or 49.”
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Please make the following changes in the Ashore Knowledge portion of “Part Two” of the text:

A13. Page 78, right column, section entitled: “WHEN APPROACHING ANOTHER  SAILBOAT.”:  Use
following to agree with current NAVRULES—

a. When each has the wind on a different side, the vessel which has the wind on the port side shall keep out of
the way of the other.

b. When both have the wind on the same side, the vessel which is to windward shall keep out of the way of the
vessel which is to leeward.

c. If a vessel with the wind on the port side sees a vessel to windward and cannot determine with certainty
whether the other vessel has the wind on the port or on the starboard side, she shall keep out of the way of
the other.

d. For the purpose of this rule the windward side shall be deemed to be the side opposite to that on which the
mainsail is carried or, in the case of a square-rigged vessel, the side opposite to that on which the largest
fore-and-aft sail is carried.

e. The give-way vessel always alters course to pass astern of the stand-on vessel.  The  stand-on vessel is
obligated to maintain a steady course during any crossing situation.  However, if a collision is imminent, the
stand-on vessel should alter course to stay clear as well.

A14. Page 79, section entitled: “WHEN APPROACHING A POWERED VESSEL.”:  Use the following to
agree with current NAVRULES:

a. In general, sailboats are stand-on vessels when approaching power-driven vessels.  However, there are
four exceptions:

(1) When overtaking a power-driven vessel, a sailboat is the give-way vessel.

(2) A sailboat must stay clear of a vessel not under command, i.e., unable to maneuver.

(3) A sailboat must stay clear of a vessel engaged in fishing with nets, lines, trawls or any other fishing
apparatus which restricts maneuverability, but does not include a vessel fishing with trolling lines or
other fishing apparatus which do not restrict maneuverability.

b. The fourth exception, i.e. narrow channels or confined areas, is explained correctly in the existing text, i.e.,
the last paragraph before “WHEN APPROACHING DIVERS.”

C15. Page 80, Review Questions: in the stem of the question, change “have the right-of-way over” to read: “are
stand-on vessels whenever approaching.”
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Please make the following changes in the Skills Afloat portion of “Part Two ” of the text:
C16. Page 86, left column, fourth line: delete “of” or replace it with “that.”

Please make the following changes in the Ashore Knowledge portion of “Part Three” of the text:

C17. Page 91, under the “THE SAFETY HARNESS,” second paragraph, fourth line: the words “base of
stanchions” should read: “the base of the stanchion.”

C18. Page 97, left column, third paragraph, second line: delete “a” and change “towel” to “towels.”

C19. Page 97, right column, first line: change to read: “Some sailors sew safety harnesses into their coats as well.”

Please make the following changes in the Ashore Knowledge portion of “Part Four” of the text:

C20. Page 112, Daysail Planning, right column, third paragraph, fifth line: “under way” should be “underway.”

C21. Page 113, Chart Symbols, right column, third paragraph, first line: add “of” between “degree” and
“latitude.”

A22. Page 124, left column, fourth paragraph, second line: to help the student better understand mooring lines,
make reference to the illustration on page 63.

Please make the following changes in the Skills Afloat portion of “Part Four ” of the text:

C23. Page 128, Exercise, THE FINAL APPROACH, left columns, first paragraph, line five: “P. 148” should
read “P. 160.”

C24. Page 129, HEAVING TO, line three: delete “Systems”.  The correct title is “Reefing.”

A25. Page 131, left column, first paragraph:  The text indicates that docking a boat alongside the intended berth is
the same as picking up a marker (Part 2).  Part 2, however, does not mention the procedure of picking up a
marker.  These instructions appear on page 134 in Part Four.

C26. Page 133, SECURING THE VESSEL, line three: the words “with a cleat hitch” should read “with cleat
hitches.”

Please make the following changes in the Ashore Knowledge portion of “Part Five” of the text:

C27. Page 145, right column, second paragraph, sixth line: change “and” to “or.”  In line nine: change “and” to
“or.”

4



United States Coast Guard Auxiliary
Department of Education

C28. Page 146, caption for illustration, line three: change “throwaisle” to “throwable.”

C29. Page 146, right column, seventh line: change “their” to “the.”  Existing wording could imply that the fire is
the responsibility of the rescue authority.

Please make the following changes in the Skills Afloat portion of “Part Five ” of the text:

A30. Page 154, TROUBLESHOOTING THE ENGINE, under Battery and Starter Motor, last entry: this
should be deleted.  Batteries and starter motors do not require engine oil.

C31. Page 159, left column below exercises, third paragraph, first line: “under way” should be “underway.”

Please make the following changes in the Ashore Knowledge portion of “Part Six” of the text:

C32. Page 165, right column, second paragraph, fourth line: “p.161” should read “p.173.”

C33. Page 169, right column, last paragraph, third line: “p.159” should read “p.167-168.”

A34. Page 176, left column diagram of towing bridle: there is an inconsistency between the diagram and text in
the right column, fourth paragraph, first three lines.  Diagram shows bridle attached to mooring cleats (no other
cleats in diagram), yet text states that mooring cleats should not be used for towing, and the words “Do not use
them.” appear in Italics.

C35. Page 176, left column, second paragraph, third line: change “lie” to “line.”

C36. Page 177, right column, first paragraph, second line: change “p. 135” to “p. 147.”

Please make the following changes in the Skills Afloat portion of “Part Six ” of the text:

C37. Page 181, left column, first paragraph, last line: “(see p.171)” should read “(see p.184).”

C38. Page 182, Exercise: REEFING IN, number 8, third line: “under way” should be “underway.”

Please make the following changes in the Special Sailing Portion of “Part Seven” of the text:

C39. Page 189, left column, SAILING TO WINDWARD, second paragraph, fourth line:
     “(p. 178)” should read “(p.190).”
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Please make the following changes in the Glossary portion of the text:

C40. Page 205, left column, under “BATTENS,” second line: change “a pocket” to read
     “pockets.”

C41. Page 205, right column: “BURDENED VESSEL.”: should read: “GIVE-WAY VESSEL. A boat re-
quired to keep out of the way of another vessel.”  It should be relocated under the G’s on page 206.

C42. Page 208, left column: “PRIVILEGED VESSEL.”: should read: “STAND-ON VESSEL. A boat that
keeps here course and speed.”  It should be relocated under the S’s in the right column.

Please make the following changes in the Index portion of the text:

C43. Page 213, INDEX, extreme right column:  “Getting “under way” should read “Getting “underway.”

C44. Page 218, INDEX, extreme right column:  “Under way, see Getting under way” should read: Underway,
see Getting underway.”

A45. General comment about docking:  Docking is covered on pages 60-63, 124, and 132-133. However, there
is no mention about adjusting mooring lines according to the rise and fall of the tide.

Please make the following corrections in the Sailing Fundamentals exam designated Code SF-98-01:

1. Question # 1-9: Move answer choice #1 down to the #4 position and answer choice #4 up to the #1 position.

2. Question # 2-4: Change question text to read “The mainsheet is led to a slide which is fastened  across the
  boat, and is called a”

3. Question # 3-9: Change answer choice #1 to “working jib”

4. Question # 5-6: Change answer choice #3 to “attach”

5. Question #5-8:  Change answer choice #3 to “yarn”

6. Question #5-8: Change question text to read: “fairlead, you should tie”

7. Question #7-9: Change answer choice #2 to “forty-five”

8. Question #10-2: Change question text to read “port”

9. Question #11-1: Change question text to read “planing hull”

Thanks to all who have submitted corrections and updates with particular thanks to Dudley Overton, DVC-EO, Tom
Angott, BC-EDE, and Alan G. Smith (Flotilla 103 1NR) for their work in compiling these corrections.
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